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On August 28, 2023, Tropical Storm Ten intensified into Tropical Storm 

Idalia as expected and will more than likely become a hurricane before 
impacting the Gulf Coast of the US state of Florida. Tropical Storm 
Idalia poses a significant threat, with life-threatening storm surges 

projected along parts of the Florida Gulf Coast, including Tampa Bay 
and the Big Bend region. Hurricane conditions are expected within the 
Hurricane Warning area along the Florida Gulf Coast, potentially 

bringing destructive winds as Idalia's core makes landfall, and strong 
winds spreading inland across northern Florida. 
 

Additionally, Idalia will likely bring flash and urban flooding, possibly of 
significant proportions, to regions spanning the west coast of Florida, 
the Florida Panhandle, and southern Georgia, starting Tuesday and 

extending into the eastern Carolinas by Thursday. In far western Cuba, 
hurricane-force winds are expected, along with heavy rainfall that may 
trigger flash flooding and landslides. 

 

Health-ISAC's Threat Operation Center will continue to monitor 

developments pertaining to Tropical Storm Ten and provide updates as 

they become available. 

 
  

 



 
 

 
 

 

Idalia's satellite presentation has continued to improve, and while an 
eyewall has not yet been confirmed, its pressure has fallen to around 

987 mb, and reliable winds of 60 knots have been reported. The storm 
is moving northward and is expected this direction, to continue with a 
north-northeastward shift beginning on Tuesday, ultimately bringing 

Idalia to Florida's Gulf coast by Wednesday. While there is some model 
variability in the forecast track, it's crucial to be prepared for potential 
landfall in Florida, as even slight deviations could result in significant 

impacts. 
 
The upper-level wind pattern and warm sea conditions are expected to 

favor rapid strengthening, with Idalia likely becoming a hurricane and 
potentially reaching major hurricane status within 36 hours. The 
intensity forecast aligns closely with consensus guidance. The 

likelihood of a significant storm surge event adds to the urgency of this 
situation. 
 

Please stay informed, prepared, and safe, and follow all guidance from 
local authorities as we continue to monitor this evolving and 
increasingly dangerous weather situation. 
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