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Please find attached the latest weekly briefing from the Virality 
Project on COVID-19 vaccine social media narratives and 
misinformation.  

This week, vaccine misinformation made mainstream headlines as 

social media platforms and the presidential administration were at 
odds over the role of platforms in spreading and countering dis- and 
misinformation. The report also provides an overview of how the 

politicization of the vaccine affected the Tennessee Department of 
Health last week, with an eye towards misinformation, and follow up 
on last week’s report about preliminary responses to the FDA’s new 

 



warning about Guillain-Barré Syndrome and the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. 

The report was created by analysts from the Virality Project, a 
coalition of research entities focused on real-time detection, analysis, 
and response to COVID-19 anti-vaccine mis- and disinformation. The 

Virality Project supports information exchange between public health 
officials, government, and social media platforms through weekly 
briefings and real-time incident response. 

To Report Suspected incidents of COVID-19 vaccine 

disinformation, please provide the information to toc@h-isac.org. 

Health-ISAC will follow-up directly with the Virality Project for 
appropriate action. 

Background: 

Anti-vaccine disinformation poses significant challenges to the rollout 
and public adoption of COVID-19 vaccines. The anti-vaccine 
movement has well-developed online networks and expertise in 

leveraging social channels to spread its messages. These networked 
activism efforts have linked longtime anti-vaccine activists, health and 
wellness influencers, those who object to vaccination requirements 

as government overreach and politically-driven communities who 
have actively amplified COVID and other conspiracies. The 
movement is experienced, well-funded, and able to generate in-the-

streets action. It has already begun to expend significant efforts to 
enter mainstream conversation and erode confidence in COVID-19 
vaccines. 

The Virality Project’s objective is to detect, analyze, and respond to 
incidents of COVID-19 vaccine disinformation across online 
ecosystems, and ultimately mitigate the impact of narratives which 

would otherwise undermine the public’s confidence in the safety of 
these processes. 

The partnership consists of analysts across six of the nation’s leading 
institutions focused on analysis of mis- and disinformation in the 

social media landscape: the Stanford Internet Observatory, the 
University of Washington’s Center for an Informed Public, New York 
University’s Center for Social Media and Politics and Tandon School 

of Engineering, Graphika, and the National Conference on 
Citizenship. Members of this coalition bring with them the insights 
gained from previous collaboration on the US Election Integrity 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viralityproject.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdsamuels%40AHA.ORG%7Cfed9640f90a14d642fea08d94c422c92%7Cb9119340beb74e5e84b23cc18f7b36a6%7C0%7C1%7C637624669456191935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KycbLMjyrUxQi5gtQ6Z%2FFnT1kzw9CgiOWl%2BO066jZ7M%3D&reserved=0
mailto:toc@h-isac.org


Partnership which, during the 2020 Election, coordinated the work of 
120 analysts, published 32 blogposts on findings, and worked directly 

with platform partners to respond to over 800 unique incidents of 
election-related disinformation. 
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Virality A coalition of research entities focused on supporting real-
time information exchange between the research community, public 

health officials, government agencies, civil society organizations, and 
social media platforms. 
 

 

For Questions or Comments Please email us at toc@h-isac.org 
   

 

 

Download Health-ISAC’s Information Sharing App.  
 

    

    

 

 

  
For more update and alerts, visit: https://health-isac.cyware.com  

 

 

  
  

  

If you are not supposed to receive this email, 

please contact us at toc@h-isac.org.  
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