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The Social Security Act (the Act) permits certain small, rural hospitals to enter into a swing 
bed agreement, under which the hospital can use its beds, as needed, to provide either 
acute or SNF care. As defined in the regulations, a swing bed hospital is a hospital or critical 
access hospital (CAH) participating in Medicare that has CMS approval to provide post-
hospital SNF care and meets certain requirements. Medicare Part A (the hospital insurance 
program) covers post-hospital extended care services furnished in a swing bed hospital. 
 
Under the Balanced Budget Act (BBA) of 1997, swing bed facilities must be incorporated 
into the skilled nursing facility (SNF) prospective payment system (PPS) by the end of a 
statutory transition period. This applies to short term hospitals, long term hospitals, and 
rehabilitation hospitals certified as swing bed hospitals. CAHs with swing beds are exempt 
from the SNF PPS under more recent legislation. To qualify for SNF-level services, a 
beneficiary is required to receive acute care as a hospital inpatient for a medically necessary 
stay of at least 3 consecutive calendar days. Effective with cost reporting periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2002, swing bed hospitals will no longer be paid based on the current 
cost-related method, but rather on the basis of the SNF PPS. 
 
The SNF PPS covers all costs (ancillary, routine, and capital) related to covered services 
furnished to beneficiaries under Medicare Part A. Like the PPS for inpatient hospital services, 
the SNF PPS excludes certain specified services, which are separately billable to Part B. The 
PPS relies on information from a resident assessment instrument to classify residents into 
one of 44 categories for payment purposes. Swing bed hospitals will be required to use a 
special two-page assessment form to meet this requirement. 

 

• CMS Swing Bed PPS Presentation, May 2002  [ZIP, 498 kb] 

• AHA Regulatory Advisory: The Final Rule for Swing Beds & SNF PPS, August 17, 2001  

CMS Program Information and Requirements 

CMS Swing-Bed Provider Website 

• Information for Swing Bed Hospitals in the Process of Converting 
to Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) [PDF, 15.3kb] 

• Rural Hospitals with Swing Beds [PDF, 14.8kb] 
• Medicare Notice of NonCoverage Letters [PDF, 36.4kb]  
• Hotlines/Help Desk [PDF, 24kb]  
• MDS Form [PDF, 18kb]  
• Raven - Swing Bed [PDF, 28kb]  
• RUG 53 Education Material [ZIP, 43kb]  
• Swing Bed Minimum Data Set Assessment Schedule [PDF, 152kb]  
• RUG-III V5.12 - Descriptors for SB-MDS 2.0 [PDF, 150kb]  
• Data Specifications [PDF, 44KB]  
• Transmission of MDS Data [33KB]  

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/SBPPFinal052802.zip�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/03_SwingBed.asp#TopOfPage�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/conversion_cah.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbrural.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmod-let.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/SB_hotlines.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/snfpps_swmds.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/raven-sb.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/rug53edu.zip�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/SB-MDSSch.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/RUGDesSch.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/SB_dataspecs.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/SB_mdstrans.pdf�


• Swing Bed Manual - Revised November 2005 [PDF, 1.38mb] 
List of Changes to the Swing Bed Manual - Revised November 
2005 [PDF, 23.2kb]  

• Swing Bed Manual - Revised June 2005 - effective June 15, 
2005 [PDF, 1.37 mb] 
List of Changes - Revised June 2005 [PDF, 50kb]  

• Swing Bed Manual - Revised April 2004 - effective April 26, 
2004 [PDF, 815kb] 
List of Changes - Revised April 2004 [PDF, 17kb]  

• Swing Bed Manual - effective November 1, 2003. [PDF, 1014kb]  
 

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual112005-RUG53.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbchangesnov2005.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual062005.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual062005changes.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual042004.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual042004changes.pdf�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/Downloads/sbmanual.pdf�
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